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Sruvents at VETERINARY COLLEGES. | 

We have been told that our note on this subject | 
last week was more abusive than argumentative. 
There is some truth in the assertion, but no argu- 
ment was required, as the profession has definitely | 
settled the new arrangements for admitting graduates | 
to its membership. The time for argument was 
three years ago, and the place for argument was 
certainly not in the lay press where space cannot be 
obtained for thrashing out our domestic concerns. 
When members of the profession write violent 
diatribes against the Council, which is elected by the 
whole body, they cannot expect their productions to 
be criticised in a more favourable spirit than that 
from which they emanate. When men write strongly 
against their own calling, using statements which 
are palpably incorrect and drawing conclusions which 
are transparently absurd, they must be prepared to 
hear in no uncertain language that their statements 
are not facts and their conclusions not arguments. 
To simply sit down and write such self-contradictory 
nonsense as that the Council are a lot of nonentities 
who make changes merely for the sake of change, 
and that they were unanimously elected by the pro- 
fession for the definite purpose of blocking ingress to 
an overcrowded professior., is not good enough. It 
reqnires no argument and it merits some abuse. 

Quite a different line is taken by Mr. W. Penhale in 
his letter to Professor Penberthy. He argues that 
education and refinement are out of place in a country 
veterinary practitioner, and that we are not lacking 
in scientific knowledge. 

The Council and the Board of Examiners hold an 
Opposite opinion. One little incident which led to 
the establishment of the present educational require- 
ments was a batch of certificates sent by the exam- 
iners to the Council. The spelling and composition 
of these certificates would have disgraced a boy in 
the fourth standard of the School Board. The 
certificate given by the College of Preceptors to boys 
Who pass the second division of the second class is 
really not a very high standard of scholastic profi- 
ciency, though it may appear so to men who only 
Just read and write. This certificate admits to the 
Veterinary profession, and we should much like to 

ow if any practitioner or stock-owner thinks it too 
ambitious, 
ss - to the scientific knowledge of the average veter- 
the ‘, peonones of ten years standing the less said 
wae os It was perhaps enough for its time, but 
Colle an me now set is for the future. The Royal 
thee | veterinary Surgeons desires that its grad- 
ne possess knowledge that will be of use to 
wadtiiiea e merely such as will be of use to 
te a It is believed that in time the owners 
recognis eP hag! cowsheds will actually be able to 
tides e difference between veterinary practi- 

‘sand the swarm of empirics who venture to 
.Practice. Th ° 3 A 
€ more this difference is accentuated 


t aan —? 
hn More readily will it be appreciated. “The country 
anything further than sound practi- 


“40€s not Want 


cal men.”’ This is just the want the Council are 
trying to supply. They have had enough of the so- 
called practical man, who has entirely forgotten his 
crammed anatomy, who never learned physiology, 


_and does not know what pathology means. 





Tue SprREAD oF SWINE-FEVER. 


Professor Axe in a recently published article, which 
we dare not quote fully because it is copyright, dis- 
cusses the spread of swine-fever, and seems puzzled 
to account for the fact that ‘the disease should defy 
measures to which other affections of a similar kind 
have readily succumbed.”’ Now there are only two 
diseases ‘“‘ of a similar kind ’’—Cattle-plague and 
Foot-and-mouth disease. If either of these diseases 
existed as widely as swine-fever did twelve months 
since would they have shown much decrease in face of 
the measures recently adopted by the Board of Agri- 
culture? Just try and fancy what cattle-plague 
would have done if each outbreak had been entrusted 
to the care and skill of public school-boys or retired 
soldiers and sailors! Imagine leaving an outbreak 
of cattle-plague without slaughter, because of a differ- 
ence as to the value of the animals! What success 
would have attended efforts to stamp out the bovine 
plague of 1866 if we had continued to import catile 
from Russia ? Probably about the same as has marked 
our efforts to suppress swine-fever in 1894 whilst con- 
tinuing the import of pigs from Ireland. Did we 
then rest satisfied with declaring infected ‘“ places ”’ 
instead of infected “areas’’? Surely there are 
plenty of reasons why failure has attended the half- 
hearted attempts to suppress swine-fever. Everyone 
knows them now, and many knew perfectly well 
before failure was evident that it was inevitable. Prof. 
Brown in last years’ report told the Board what 
to expect in few words—‘ Swine-fever’’ he wrote 
‘‘ is, however, extensively distributed, and to ensure 
its final extinction stock-owners must be prepared to 
endure cattle-plague restriction.” It is only too easy 
‘‘ to realise why the disease should defy measures ”’ 
framed in opposition to veterinary advice, and carried 
out by men destitute of pathological knowledge. 

The curious thing is that Professor Axe ‘overlooks 
this very evident explanation, and goes out of his 
way to suggest a remote possibility, viz.—that 
amongst the millions of bushels of grain brought 
from America some germs of swine-fever may 
occasionally be concealed, and thus add to our 
already abundant stock of contagion. When we 
know all about the vitality of the germ we may allow 
this possibility, but meantime it is safest to go on 
stamping out our own home stock of germs. There 
is no dispute about the virulency and infectivity 
of the disease. Measures based upon such know- 
ledge and carried out by experts would soon be 
successful. But an executive of amateurs, directed 
by a Board controlled by politics, will only realise 
why a disease should defy their efforts when the 
taxpayer gets sick and parliamentary enquiry is 
commenced. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


AN OBSCURE DISEASE OF FARM HORSES. 





Last month I saw with another practitioner a 
number of horses presenting symptoms I have never 
seen before. The animals belonged to one owner, 
but worked and were stabled on three neighbouring 
farms. 

In stable No. 1 there were three horses, one quite 
healthy, the other two with apparently a pustular 
disease of the hind legs. One of the affected horses 
had on the off hind leg, just below the hock on the 
outside, a small sore the size of a pea, from which a 


little discharge had run down and matted together 


some of the hair. The leg was slightly swollen, but 
the horse walked sound. The other horse had only 
a scar showing where a pustule had been, this was 
on the outside of the thigh. These cases, I was told, 
were convalescent, but had shown at the outset, a few 
days previously, some constitutional disturbance, with 
rise of temperature. 

In stable No. 2, half « mile distant, there were 
four horses, two of which were affected. Ina loose- 
box at this farm was a black mare also suffering. In 
a four-stall-stable on the same premises were three 
diseased horses. I need not describe each of these 
separately. The sores on the hind legs were mostly 
just above or below the hock but some were found 
on the outside of the quarters about the level of the 
stifle or a little above and behind it. These places 
varied in size from a millet seed toa bean. When 
first noticed the discharge from them was serous or 
sero-sanguineous, soon changing to purulent. In 
every case the acvess of the disease was accompanied 
by rise of temperature and some constitutional dis- 
turbance. The disturbance varied in degree accord- 
ing to the amount of pain in the limbs. In some 
cases lameness was most acute, and swelling was 
considerable especially around the hock joint. All 
the affected legs were more or less swollen, but none 
to the extent seen in cases of lymphangitis or in 
purpura. The swelling of the hind limbs was not 
symmetrival, as in purpura, nor did it often extend 
much above the hock. 

In no case did any sores affect the body, neck, 
head or fore limbs. In no case was there any nasal 
discharge or enlarged maxillary glands. The forage 
was good and a liberal allowance was given. All the 
affected horses at this farm suffered in the same: way 
in the spring but recovered. The black mare I have 
mentioned as being in a loose-box was the first 
affected in the spring, and had quite recovered from 
any constitutional symptoms and from the eruption 
but the swelling of one hind leg had left a permanent 
hard enlargement of the hock. The eruption by it- 
self might have suggested glanderous infection. but 
its being confined to the hind limbs and never 
accompanied by any nasal discharge or enlarged 

. glands negatived this diagnosis. To make sure 
however, three cases were tested with mallein and 
sig no re-action either locally or constitution- 
ally. 





Another suggestion that the disease was horse- pox 
was momentarily entertained. In this malady it is 
true the hind legs are sometimes the only part 
affected, but when a number of animals are attacked 
we should expect to find some sore throat or erup- 
tion about the lips, and probably marked desquama- 
tion of hair in, at least, a case or two. I should 
think also that six horses would not be liable toa 
second invasion within six months. 

The distinct constitutional symptoms which 
marked the access of every case can only be account- 
ed for by supposing the introduction into the system 
of an organism. The eruption being confined 
entirely to the hind limbs is puzzling, but a local 
eruption dependent upon a general infection is not 
unknown. The water supply is a possible source of 
the disease, but some horses escaped without a sign 
of injury, and all drank of the same pond. The 
water in the pond was discoloured by the surface 
drainage into it of material from the farm yard. One 
horse that was affected at farm No. 2 in the spring 
had been removed to No. 8, where all the horses were 
healthy. It has had no second attack. The two 
horses at stable No. 1 had previous to their attack 
been at No. 2, and I infer from all the conditions 
that the malady is traceable to some local conditi 
at this place. For want of any other explanation | 
conclude that the water must be the cause. 

It would be interesting and instructive to know 
if any other practitioner has observed a similar out- 
break amongst horses, and if so whether any definite 
cause could be assigned. I should be grateful for 
any light which readers may be able to throw on 
this, to me, obscure outbreak of disease. 

One horse is very acutely affected—the lameness 
being most intense on one hind leg and accompanied 
by sweating inside the thigh. The temperature is 
104dgs., loss of appetite complete, pulse 70 and irri- 


table. 
W. H. 








FATAL CASE OF HAMOPTYSIS. 
J. Kerr Catperwoop, Clitheroe. 





A message was sent from a farm about three miles 
off asking my immediate attendance on a well-bred 
chestnut mare, bleeding from the nose. As | was 
from home, a registered veterinary surgeon was con- 
sulted and he advised cold fomentations to the head. 
On the messenger returning home the hemorrhage 
had ceased, so nothing was done, and the cas 
treated as of so little importance that no one was 
asked to attend. She was left that night, and next 
morning it was noticed that the litter was scra 
back, but as the mare seemed all right only a little 
dull, she was sent to the forge to have new fore 
shoes put on. The smith had just finished when she 
coughed, a large clot of blood came down the nos 
and hemorrhage again began. 

This time when I saw the mare she was bleeding 
moderately from both nostrils and mouth, and kept 
stamping the ground with her fore feet. Tried 
give a drink but she could not swallow, in fact she 
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behaved as if choking. Had her walked to my yard 
quite near, and the blood was now coming in a per- 
fect stream, especially when she coughed. The 
stable hose was kept continually playing on her 
chest, but she fell over and. died in about eight 
minutes after entering my place. The carcase was 
taken a distance off, so had not a chance of making a 
post-mortem examination myself, but the knacker 
said ‘large blood vessels in the lungs burst.” Now for 
the history. This mare was three years old, in 
splendid condition, and had never been ill. On the 
Saturday the hunters had gone over this farmer’s 
land and upset her so much that she galloped with 
some force against a stone wall, striking her chest. 
She was brought inside, nothing was noticed wrong, 
and next day was turned out as usual, being brought 
up at night, and soon until Thursday. When she 


came up on Thursday night she began bleeding, and 


died on the Friday as stated. 

Did the mare die from an injury she received to 
the bloodvessel on the Saturday when she galloped 
against the wall ? 








MALLEIN AS A DIAGNOSTIC 
IN GLANDERS.* 





M. Javorsxy, Veterinary Inspector of the Horse 

Market, Moscow, injected Mallein to 24 horses, of 
which 8 showed no reaction ; 12 gave the characteris- 
tic reaction, and on being slaughtered were re- 
cognised to be infected with glanders; one horse 
showed a lowering of temperature and proved to 
have the disease in an acute form; the others gave 
no reaction, and were to be submitted to a second 
injection. 
_ M. Radine cited a case in which the reaction after 
injection was manifested at first only by a rise in 
temperature ; four days later a swelling appeared at 
the seat of injection, which increased rapidly, and 
reached a dimension of 86 cm. in length by 18 cm. 
in width. The autopsies showed glandered tubercles 
in the lung. The members present unanimously 
approved the use of mallein in all cages when glanders 
should be suspected. 


M. Javorsxy also submitted this further note on 
the use of Mallein. 

We have already a mass of observation and ex- 
periments which prove the action of mallein on 
glandered horses and, we may now, therefore, give 
attention to another side of the question—How do 
non-glandered horses, healthy or affected with other 
maladies, react to mallein ? 

€ recognise horses which do not react to mallein 
48 non-glandered, and not dangerous from the point 
of view of veterinary sanitary police; but have we 
sufficient reason for so doing? Up to the present 
we have but very few experiments concerning the 
reaction of non-glandered horses. 
‘ The author has inoculated healthy horses and 
orses attacked by sporadic diseases. Sometime 
ce 





temperature. 


these animals presented any reaction. 


autopsy showed that they were not glandered. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 





the absence, throngh illness, of the President (H. J. 
Goodall, Esq.), the chair was taken by Mr. H. Howse, 
one of the vice-presidents, and there were also present 
Capt. Russell and Messrs. T. A. Rudkin, Grantham ; W. 
H. Brooks, Leadenham ; T. E. Smith, Market Rasen ; C. 
Hartley, and C. Seeley, Lincoln ; F. A. Holmes, Hems- 
well; and J. A. Robinson, hon. sec., Market Deeping. 
Capt. M. H. Hayes, F.R.C.V.S., Melton Mowbray, was 
also present as a visitor. 

The rainutes of the last meeting having been taken as 
read, Capt. Russell suggested that a telegram of condo- 
lence be sent from the meeting to the President wishing 
him a speedy restoration to health. This was done and 
during the meeting a reply was received that there was 
a slight improvement in Mr. Goodall’s condition and 
thanking the members for their kind expressions of 
sympathy. 

Apologies for non-attendance were read by the Secre- 
tary from Prof. Williams, Pritchard and Penberthy, Dr. 
Fleming, C.B., Messrs. Greaves, J. A. Clarke, Dickinson, 
Freer, Gooch, Hardy, Reeks, Jas. Smith and Weston. 

A letter was also read from Prof. Walley thanking 
the members for the vote of condolence sent from the 
last meeting at Peterborough, and regretting, that owing 
to his being invalided at Jersey, he was unable to be 
with them. 

The following letter was then read : 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square W.U. 

October, 1894. 
Deak Sir, 
I am desired by the President to say that the subject 
of a grant of money to the British Institute of Preven- 
tive Medicine will come before the Council of the Royal 
Coilege of Veterinary Surgeons at their next meeting, 
and that should your Society desire to subscribe, it 
would guide the Council in their deliberations if they 
knew the sums which might be expected from each 
Society as supplementing the grant of the College.—I 
am, yours very faithfully, 
A. W. Hiu1, Secretary. 





y * From the ‘“‘Compte-rendu de la Société des médecins 


rinaires de Moscou, 1893-94.” 


J. A. Rozprnson, Esq. 


afterwards they were killed and autopsies made. 
There were 87; of these 29 received 1 cc. of mallein, 
8 received successive inoculations up to 8 cc. 28 of 
the 29 showed an elevation of temperature of °5 to 
1-7 C. (two horses), 6 showed a lowering of normal 
But the elevation of temperature had 
not that regularity which characterises glandered 
horses, the place of inoculation was very slightly in- 
flamed, or not at all. After the consecutive inocula- 
tions the rise in temperature was very insignificant 
(maximum 1 deg.) ; the inflammation appeared only 
in one case. Amongst the horses experimented on 
there were some suffering from emphysema, bronchi- 
tis, morbus maculosus, nephritis, etc. Not one of 
After the 
experiment all the animals were killed, and the 


W. 4H. B. Trans. . 


A meeting of this Society was held at the Albion 
Hotel, Lincoln, on Thursday, October 25th, 1894. In 
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Capt. RussELi suggested that if the Institute felt in- 
clined to pledge themselves to carry out the suggestions 
of the Royal College he thought this would not be a bad 
opportunity to say what they (the Lincolnshire 
Society) were prepared to do. It would strengthen the 
hands of the Royal College if they knew what the Asso- 
ciations up and down the country would contribute in 
this respect. Their own funds were in a healthy 
state. 

Mr. Hartiey thought they might perhaps pledge 
themselves to a certain amount subject to certain condi- 
tions. 

Capt. Russert said the Society might send them 
a cheque for £5 which Mr. Hartley assured them 
would be gladly accepted. 

Capt. Russgext then moved this formally, and it was 
seconded and adopted. 

Mr. Howsz proposed, and Mr. Hartley seconded, that 
Mr. Frank Bowman Eve, Louth, be accepted as a new 


‘member. Carried nem. con. 


BANDAGING WITH PRESSURE AND HAND 
RUBBING. 


By Captain Haygs, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—I am happy to say 
that although I shall be able to expound the subject be- 
fore us in a few sentences, it is one of immense practical 
knowledge, and will furnish ample food for reflection if 
not for discussion. 

The primary results to be obtained from the applica- 
tion of pressure and massage is the removal of exudation 
from tissnes in which it exists in an abnormal amount, 
from injury, from weakness, or from disease. In 
sprains, the pressure of extravasated blood and excess of 
liquor sanguinis causes separation of the ruptured fibres, 
and interference with the circulation of the part, so that 
accurate repair become impossible and the tissue becomes 
permanently weakened. Besides such untoward conse- 
quences lymph becomes rapidly organised and move- 
ment impeded by the formation of adhesions. Therefore 
in the treatment of sprain our first object should be to 
prevent or remove swelling of the injured part, so that 
it may be placed in the best possible condition for the 
action of repair. In pressure we have the most effective 
means for accomplishing this desirable end, and in ban- 
daging with cotton wadding the readiest method for 
applying such pressure. In the most frequent sprains 
namely those below the hock and knee, the procedure 
is as simple as it is beneficial, and may be described as 
follows: Take two yards of unbleached cotton wadding 
which can be procured at any draper’s shop for five 
pence, divide it down the centre, wrap the two pieces 

one over the other round the seat of injury, and then 
apply as tightly as possible a strong cotton bandage six 
yards long and three inches broad. For the sake of 
cleanliness, and to prevent the horse from pulling the 
bandage off with his teeth, I find it well to cover the 
whole with an ordinary flannel bandage. There we have 
the entire treatment necessary for all recent sprains of 
the perforans, perforatus, inferior carpal ligament, cheek 
ligament, lateral ligaments of the fetlock, or of the 
inferior sesamoid ligaments. In the first ‘inatanes the 
bandage may remain on for twenty-four hours, and 
should be followed by passive exercise and massage so as 
to stimulate the absorbents and to prevent the Semiediiene 
of adhesions. The second and succeeding application of 
the bandage with pressure may be continued for twelve 
hours. I may dismiss the subject of hand rubbing b 
saying that we should substitute massage for it, and ya 
we should work in the direction of the course of th 
lymphatics and veins and not against it as j “ 
done. The part subjected to ma = & wenly 
assage ought also to be 








in a relaxed condition which we may obtain in the fore 
leg by flexing the limb. 

The cotton wadding is merely a means for obtaining 
evenly distributed pressure. Not only in sprains have 
I found this method of applying pressure beyond all 
praise, but also in cases of blows and filled legs, to say 
nothing of wind galls. I was induced to try in equine 
practice the effect of evenly distributed pressure by Dr. 
Henderson, of Shanghai, in May, 1888, and since then 
have had such marked success with it, that I use no 
other treatment for the injuries just mentioned. After 
many experiments I have found cotton wadding the 
most convenient means of applying the pressure iu 
question. The procedure I advocate is not applicable to 
cases in which lymph has become solid, but although it 
cannot cause the removal of any organised deposit, it 
can prevent such deposit taking place. I have found it 
admirable in obviating any thickening after an over- 
reach on the flexor tendons, or, more correctly speaking, 
on the perforatus tendon. It also has a capital effect in 
bad cases of eczema of the pastern accompanied by a 
filled condition of the limb. There are many hundreds 
of horse owners in England, India, South Africa and 
elsewhere, who could from experience gratefully speak of 
the surprising beneficial results of this method of apply- 
ing pressure. I have certainly found it the greatest 
improvement ever made in veterinary surgery. 

The Vice-PRrestpENT said they were all extremely 
obliged to Captain Hayes for his demonstration of, to him, 
this new style of bandaging. Captain Hayes said the 
bandage could be applied round the fetlock, hock, y 
knee, in the form of a figure eight. 

Capt. RussEtt said he thought it would be very remiss 
on their part if they did not tell Captain Hayes how 
rauch obliged they were to him for his interesting 
address. The idea of this waddiug was entirely new to 
him, bandaging they were all pretty well acquainted 
with, and no doubt it was largely used. He was very 
much in the habit of using wet sponges, it had been a 
matter of thought with him how to fill up the interstices 
between the tendons and the bones and get a common 
pressure. The pressure must be equable to be of much 
use. There was one case in which he found some difi- 
culty and that was m a case of displacement of the 
gastrocnemius tendon where it passes over the hock. 
After raising the heel of the horse’s shoe and putting the 
tendon into its place, he found the greatest difficulty 1 
keeping it there. He got a set of flat sponges and 
applied them dry, bandaged them on, and wetted them 
with water. It answered admirably, and the case, 12 
course of time got all right, but it was about three 
months before it was sound and ready to go home. He 
could quite see that the bandaging as shown by Captalt 
Hayes would be of very great service, and especially 
because they could use it dry. 

Captain Hayes said he was rather an unbeliever 1! 
wet bandaging. The only action of warm water that 
they could trace was that it checked haemorrhage, there 
fore if they got a sprain, and used hot water, they 0» 
doubtedly checked the hemorrhage from the ruptured 
parts, and they found it used in human practice 
internal hemorrhage, but it must be used before the 
extravasated blood had infiltrated the part. In the cas 
of a bad over-reach he wanted to have it treated 41); 
with a good pressure on the part, and that he proc 
by applying this bandage. : a 

Captain Russet said he found it sometimes 8°. 
practice to alternate the dressing. He believ “ 
slightly elevating the heel of the shoe, and had rer 
the best results from doing so. The next case he 


of over-reach or sprain he should certainly apply Cap: 

tain Hayes’ suggestions. ; the 
Captain Hayzs said he was entirely alive ye 

benefit to be derived from applying a high heeled 
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and putting the part into rest. We must not be led 
away however by that word “rest,” but must give the 
part passive exercise, raising the limb from the ground, 
flexing it and extending it. They did not want to put a 
strain on the part by making the animal move about, 
but it must have passive exercise, and in India they 
used to swim them for this purpose. They wanted 
passive exercise as well as massage. It not only quick- 
ened the circulation but carried away extravasated blood 
and extra lymph, and prevented any deposit forming. 
Massage prevented adhesion. A horse began to be up- 
right in front, his pasterns began to be more in the 
same lines as the metacarpals, and the reason he could 
not gallop was that his legs were straight. He described 
the mode of galloping, and said in order tu produce that 
beautiful style of level action it was required that the 
horse should freely extend its fore limbs, and he should 
have sloping pasterns as well as sloping shoulders. 

Mr. Harttey said he should like to add his thanks to 
those of Captain Russell, for the very practical informa- 
tion which Captain Hayes had given to them. This style 
of bandaging was quite a revelation to him, although he 
had tried almost everything. He claimed to be guided 
by the same principles. He had never done anything 
like that they had been shown to-day. Among other 
experiments he used dry pressure with sheet lead, and 
he should like to ask Captain Hayes whether some 
medium of that sort for strengthening the parts would 
not be of service. He had also tried clay, which he had 
found useful, and had put on elastic bandages, but they 
did not do very well, they used to stop the circulation, 
and he believed did more harm than good. If they got a 
horse in a state of plethora, full of corn, before they 
adopted such tight pressure would it not be advisable to 
reduce the blood pressure by a dose of physic. As to 
the advantages of the upright shoe he thought a horse 
would put himself into such a position as not to injure 
the part, but he was with Captain Russell as to the 
advisability of supporting the limb. If the sheath of 
the tendon was injured he was a great advocate for 
bandaging the limb right down to the hollow of the heel, 
and supporting the pan of the heel by a pillow. He ad- 
vocated cooling lotions for bandages, and said he wished 
to thank Captain Hayes for his suggestion as to massag- 
ing the limb when in a state of relaxation. He narrated 
a case in which a marvellous change for the better in a 
severe wound had been effected by a tight bandage and 
a wet sponge, which he attributed to the moisture and 
pressure. As to the advantages of massage, he had 
found that out lately. He had a brown mare which he 
thought had what he called a knee spavin. He adminis- 
tered certain remedial agents and gave the knee passive 
exercise, and in this case he did not think they now had 
much bone mischief. 

Captain Hayes said that the great point in sprains 
Was to catch them quick, as there was a difficulty as to 
swelling, which interfered with the circulation, and they 
would have more or less degeneration of the fibres and 
pressure would have a good effect on organised deposit ; 
they would get degeneration of that deposit and it would 
es away. He thought elastic boots were a mistake. 
= exercise and massage should be used at the same 

ime. As to running horses with bandages, if a horse 
= its suspensory ligament he could not see 
eae mechanical point of view how the bandage ap- 
pued could give any support to the suspensory ligament. 
se with the perforans, the only way they could 
lock =v be to apply some body in front of the fet- 
re had always thought that bandaging racehorses 
Prevented them from extending themselves as much as 
they might. 
t. RUDKIN said it was quite new to him, this massage 
treatment, and he should certainly try it. ” Plastic ban- 


the excellent results that a friend of his had obtained by 
the use of them. 

Mr. HartTwey said he had used plastic bandages for 18 
years, but if they were kept on the leg they would soon 
bring about a disastrous condition of things. They 
should be very careful to put a cloth on the top and fill 
it up with something or they would soon have foreign 
substances working in and doing mischief. He liked to 
see a sprained leg every day. 

Captain RussEx1 said he had found very good results 
from using these plastic bandages. If they had a little 
thickening of the leg and put these bandages on, a horse 
might go and do his gallop or exercise, and then take 
them off again when the horse had cooled down. If left 
on they would act like a blister. 

Captain Hayess, in answer to Mr. Hartley, said he had 
not treated with massage the muscles of the fore arm, 
He further explained the importance of evenly distribu- 
ted pressure, and pointed out that in the case of the 
bandaging illustrated there was no danger of little 
bits of grit or small pieces of stone working through and 
injuring the part. 

Captain RussEtt then moved a hearty vote of thanks 
to Capt. Hayes for his able address, which was seconded 
by Mr. Hartley, and adopted by acclamation. 

Captain Hayes suitably acknowledged the resolution. 


concluded the meeting. 
Jno. A. Rosrnson, Hon. Sec. 





YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





The quarterly meeting of this Association was held on 
October 26th, at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds. Mr. A. W. 
Mason, F.R.C.V.S., the President, was in the chair, and 
amongst those present were Messrs. J. M. Axe, Doncas- 
ter; Thos. Pratt, Ripon ; J. C. Collings, Otley ; F. W. L. 
Clough, Morley; A. McCarmick, Leeds; H. Snarry, 
York ; F. Thompson, Harrogate ; Jas. Cooke, Scarboro’ ; 
E: H. Pratt, Rawdon ; G. Pickering, York ; Geo. Hardie, 
York ; P. Deighton, Riccall, York; B. Smith, Barnsley ; 
M. Robinson, Barnsley, J. Clarkson, Garforth; W. 
Collinson, York ; J. W. Anderton, Skipton ; H. Pcllard, 
Wakefield ; J. Atcherley, Harrogate; J. H. Sowden, 
York; F. Somers, Leeds; J. S. Carter, Bradford; S. 
Wharam, Leeds; Messrs. G. H. Simpson, C. Steel, 
R. 8. White and Prof. Penberthy, visitors, aud the hon. 
sec. W. F, Greenhalgh. 

The Hon. Szc. said he had written to Mr. Fryer ask- 
ing him to reconsider his decision as to retiring from 
membership of the Association but he had received no 
reply. He had received letters of apology from Profs. 
Williams and Axe, Messrs. Greaves, Briggs, Halifax ; 
Longhurst, Hull ; and others. 

On the motion of Mr. Snarry, seconded by Mr. 
Thompson, the minutes of the last meeting were taken 
as read. 

Mr. G. J. Simpson, Leeds, was nominated as a mem- 
ber of the Society by Mr. Bowman, and seconded by Mr. 
Mason, 

It was decided to request Prof. Penberthy, Mr. 
Hunting, and Dr. Fleming to become associates of the 
Society. 

ELEcTIoN OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. CLarKson proposed, and Mr. Pickering seconded, 
that Mr. Cooke, Scarboro’, be the President for the 
ensuing year. This was carried. 

Mr. Cooks, in returning thanks to the members for 
the honour they had conferred upon him, gave his assur- 
ance that nothing would be omitted on his part to for- 





; were said to be good things, and it was marvellous 


ward the best interests of the Association. 


A cordial vote of thanks to the Chairman for presiding 
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Messrs. Robinson and Pratt were elected vice-presi- 
dents together with the retiring President, Mr. Mason. 

The CHarRMAN said he was sure they would be sorry 
to hear that Mr. Scriven, their respected hon. treasurer, 
was ill. For 23 years he had been a member of the 
Association, and he had never missed one of the meetings 
until that day. (Hear, hear.) For ten years he had 
been treasurer of the Association, and he had pleasure in 
submitting him for re-election to the office. 

On the motion of Mr. Deighton, seconded by Mr. Pratt, 
this was carried, 

Mr. CxiarKson intimated that Mr. Greenhalgh had 
definitely decided not to again accept the position of 
hon. sec. Fora number of years he had allowed him- 
self to be re-appointed under considerable pressure, but 
he (Mr. Clarkson) understood Mr, Greenhalgh would 
not accept office again. He therefore proposed that Mr. 
Frank Somers, Leeds, be appointed hon. sec. 

This was seconded by Mr. Thompson, and carried 
unanimously. 

The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, I do not think as your 
President I can allow this to pass without a few remarks 
from me. Knowing Mr. Greenhalgh so well as [ do, I 
knew he would not stand again for the position under 
any circumstances, so that it was absolutely superfluous 
to propose him. The position of hon. secretary of this 
Association demands the expenditure of considerable time 
which I am aware Mr. Greenhalgh with his extensive 
professional engagements is not now able to devote to 
our service. 1 think my friend feels that some new 
blood should be brought into this Association with a view 
of stimulating it as it were. I should like to suggest that 
alet member propose a vote of thanks to Mr. Green- 
halgh. 

Mr. Pickrertne: I am very sorry our friend Mr. 
Greenhalgh doesn’t feel inclined to hold the position of 
secretary to this Association for another year. I am very 
sure the best thanks of this Association are due to him for 
the way in which he has discharged his duties for many 
years. (Hear, hear.) I am sure we have all desired he 
would continue in office, but as it appears he is fully 
determined to resign we can only render to him a hearty 
vote of thanks for the excellent manner in which he 
has discharged his duties for years past. (Applause.) 

Mr. Cooke: I beg to second that. 

The motion was carried. 


Mr, GREENHALGH: Gentlemen, thirteen years ago I 
was elected an official of this Association. For three years 
I was treasurer, our hon. sec. being the late Mr. W. 
Broughton. Afterwards I accepted the position of secre- 
tary, and for ten years I have discharged the duties of 
the position. (Hear, hear.) Under these circumstances 
I think you will excuse me from taking office again. Mr, 
Frank Somers will discharge the duties of the office in.a 
thoroughly efficient manner | feel certain, and probably 
he will be able to do better for you than I have done. (A 
voice: “No no.”) Perhaps in some respects the Associa- 
tioni s not in such a flourishing condition as it used to be 
At one time we had no less a sum than £111] in the 
bank, but that sum has been expended in various ways 
by the resolution of the members of this Association and 
I venture to think such expenditure has been well and 
wisely made. Then you must consider our expenses are 
heavier than they used to be. In the early days of the 
report of the meetings appearing in the journals were 
of the most bald description, supplied as they were by 
the secretary. Some years ago we commenced to 
employ a reporter who has since supplied full reports of 
the proceedings of this Association to the journals, In 
this direction the Yorkshire Association was, I believe, the 
first to move, but almost all the other societies have now 
followed our example. This good old Association has done 
good work in the past, and I hope and trust, nay, I feel 





assured, the scope of its usefulness will not be decreased 
in the future. I begtothank you. (Applause.) 

Mr. A. W. Mason and Mr. Pollard were appointed 
auditors. 

On the motion of Mr. Snarry, seconded by Mr. Axe, 
the balance sheet was adopted. 

The CuarrMaN pointed out that the Midland Coun- 
ties Association had a printed list of the members and 
their addresses, and it was decided that such a list of the 
members of the Yorkshire Association should be got up, 
and circulated along with the notice convening the next 
meeting. 

It was decided to request a number of the leading 
men in the profession to become associates of the 
Society. 

Mr. PickEeRING thought it would be well if they asked 
members of the medical profession to become associates, 
and he gave notice that at the next meeting he would 
move a resolution to that effect. 

Mr. Somers thanked the members for electing him 
hon. secretary, and then called the attention of the meet- 
ing to an article which had appeared in the Leeds Mer- 
cury of recent issue entitled “ Veterinary Knowledge 
for Farmers,” by Professor J. Wortley Axe. He said I 
understand this is to be one of a series of articles. As 
far as I can see I think it is trespassing upon us as 
veterinary surgeons. Surely, gentlemen, farmers are 
well able tou pay for any veterinary information they re- 
quire. It is said “a little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing ’”’ and perhaps these articles will cut two ways, but 
I think if any such a course was pursued in the medical 


profession the matter would not be allowed to drop” 


quietly. 

Mr. Somers said he would again bring the matter up 
at the next meeting. 

Mr. Pickrring:—I think we as members of this 
Association, ought to take some steps with regard to 4 
paper like this being written for and published in a 
newspaper. At certain seasons of the year we as a rule 
have comparatively little to do but our expenses go on 
just the same. We cannot canvas for our work or adver- 
tise our profession. I think it is hard enough to get an 
honest living as professional men without giving farmers 
advice gratis, especially in public papers. I find 
that Messrs. Day and Hewitt are distributing along with 
their medicine chest a lot of gratuitous advice. My 
opinion is, that as a rule, the advice does not do much 
good to those who accept it, but all the same it is given. 
{ think we ought to be banded together with regard to 
drugs and also fees. I think it would be a good thing if 
Mr. Somers would re-open this subject at the next meet- 
ing. I think these societies have been: of very great 
benefit not only to the members individually but collec- 
tively, and I think as an Association some step sought to 
be taken to remedy this evil, and let it be known 
Sepengh the journals that we disapprove of this kind of 
thing. 5 

Professor Pensertuy :—I[ will not deal with this 
article as it appears to-day, we will let the paper slide 
altogether. As one of your representatives on the Coun- 
cil 1 am extremely anxious that that body should see 4 
sense of duty upon a point which is very closely rela 
to this. In some of the agricultural papers and the 
sporting papers it isa common practice to ask questions 
and receive answers. If you take up almost any farming 
paper you will see questions such as this: “I had a cow 
that was very ill, we call our vet. to her, he said she wa 
suffering from a skin disease. We killed this cow 4” 
the cow proved to have some disease of the kidneys 
Would the veterinary editor tell us whether our veter!- 
nary surgeon ought to have told us that the cow 44 - 
disease of the kidneys.” The editor replies, “ one 
the symptoms ought to have told him the cow was st = 


ing from kidney disease.” When we come to su° 
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replies as that I think we have ground and cause for 
complaint. That isa matter which I myself, personally, 
and the Council generally mean to press as hardly as we 
can. We shall not only threaten to strike off the men 
from the Register who are engaged in such nefarious 

ractices. I bring the matter before this Association 
locus it is of importance. I-hope the Council may 
know they are receiving your support and appreciation 
in the steps they intend to take in this matter, and from 
the reception which my remarks have met with I have no 
doubt as to your feeling in the matter. When it comes 
to this, that a veterinary surgeon is led in a public news- 
paper to speak of the professional treatment of one of 
his brethren, I think the time has come that we should 
shut it up. (Hear, hear.) We have perfect power to 
strike these men off the Register. The thing lies in your 
hands. We must know whether the members of the 
profession desire such a thing should be done and this 
can only be brought about by the distribution of this 
knowledge through the press—through the reports of 
such meetings as we have to-day. I am sure of the spirit 
in the Council to put down any of this kind of advertis- 
ing—this kind of blaspheming your neighbour’s good 
reputation, to remove his practice and place discredit 
upon the profession generally. 

The Prestpent:—I am sure we heartily endorse 
everything Professor Penberthy has said. The only way 
to help the Council to stop the present mode of proce- 
dure is the expression of disapproval by such associations 
as this. Only let the authorities in Red Lion Square 
know you mean business and they will stop this thing. 

Mr. THompson :—It will be three months before we 
have another meeting and I therefore beg to propose | 
“That the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association 
notes with great regret the series of papers on Veterinary | 
matters appearing in the Leeds Mercury, and that our | 
Secretary be requested to write a letter to thateffect.” | 

The Presipent :—To whom ? 

Mr. Toompson :—To the gentleman who writes the | 
letters. | 

Mr. CLroven seconded this and the resolution was | 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. CLaRKson pointed out that some time ago a| 
number of similar articles appeared in various papers | 
the authors being Messrs. Gresswell of Louth, and a 
similar course of action was pursued, but he beli 
he was right in saying that nothing came of it. 

The PREesipEnT :—Yes, that is so. 

Mr. CLovea described a case in which he had attended | 
& number of horses who had suffered from diarrhea, | 
great debility and stiffuess, for awhile he failed to trace 
the canse of the disease, but ultimately he discovered 


that the corn upon which the animals were being fed | 





THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 





An ordinary general meeting of this Society was held 
in the Masonic Temple (Holborn Restaurant) at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, November Ist, 1894. The President, Mr. 8. 
Villar, occupied the chair, and their were present as 
guests of the Society, Dr. Ruffer (British Institute of 
Preventive Medicine) Professor Bayne (Royal Veteri- 
nary College), and W. Hunting (President, Roval College 
Veterinary Surgeons), with Messrs. Lepper, St. John 
Smith, and Weatherley, (guests of the President) ; also 
the following gentlemen, viz., Professors M’Fadyean, 
Macqueen, Penberthy, Axe, Hobday, and Shave, A. 
Broad, J. K. Bruce, Vet.-Capt. E. R. C. Butler, A.V.D. ; 
M. Clark, J. A. W. Dollar, C. J. Humphreys, Veterinary 
Major Longhurst, F. C. Mahon, (Hon. Sec.), A. Pru- 
dames, W. Roots, A. Rogers, J. Rowe, (Hon. Treas.) ; 
J. E. Rickards, 8. Slocock, U. Sheather, F. Sampson, 
F. Wragg, J. Woodger, and as visitors Dr. Nutt, St. 
Paul’s Churchyard ; and N. Almond, Esq. of Chelmsford. 

The minutes of the last meeting were on the propo- 
sition of Mr. A. Prudames, seconded by Mr. J. A. W. 
Dollar, taken as read. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Hon. Szc. read letters and telegrams regretting 
inability to attend the meeting, etc., from Messrs. T. B. 
Goodall, Christchurch; J. Roalfe “vox, T. Auger, 





Wymondham ; Geo. C. Lowe, and C. Lowe, Dockhead ; 


| J. Malcolm, Birmingham; H. Olver, Tamworth ; Prof. 


T. Walley, Edinburgh ; J. P. Walker, Oxford; W. Stap- 


ley, Dartford ; H. Edgar, Upper Clapton ; J. 8. Hurndall, 


Major Matthews, A.V.D.; Major Glover, A.V.D.; 8. 
Buxton, J. W. Barker, W. J. Mulvey, W. F. Barrett, 
H. W. Caton, H. D. Gibbings, H. M. Singleton, F. 
Elworthy, Major J. C. O. Fowler, A.V.D. ; and Professor 
Smith, A.V.D. 

BaLaANcE SHEET. 


Mr. A. Prudames proposed, and it was seconded by 


a| Mr. W. Roots that the balance sheet as presented be 
adopted, further that the same be printed and distri- 
buted by the next meeting to each member of the 
eved | Society. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESs. 
Mr. Srpney Vitsar, F.RC.V.S. 


GENTLEMEN,—Permit me at this, the earliest oppor- 


tunity, to thank you for the great honour you have con- 
ferred on me hy electing me President of this Society. 
To fill such a position in this the largest and most power- 


contained no less than forty per cent of Indian pea, and | ful of our societies, one which numbers amongst its 
on the corn being changed the animals recovered. He | fellows most of the leading members of our profession, is 


had no doubt that this pea caused all the mischief. 


|indeed a great honour. Although appreciating keenly 


Mr. Axx said he had met with several cases of horses | your kindly feeling in promoting me to such a position, 
having become seriously indisposed from feeding on | [ have had considerable diffidence in accepting it, being 


these peas, 


| well aware that my capabilities are hardly sufficient to 


Mr. Dzicuton, Ricall, mentioned that he delivered a | cope with the responsibilities of the post. This diffi- 
cow recently of a calf which had horns an inch and 4/ dence is considerably lessened by the feeling that I have 
long—he mentioned this as being very remarkable. | many goud friends in this society who will give me the 
Professor PENBERTHY then read an exhaustive paper benefit of their help and advice should occasion for such 
on “ Anthrax,” the report along with the discussion will | arise, 


appear later. Frank Somers, Hon. Sec. | 








It is, perhaps, customary in an inaugural address to 


—=== | allude to the current politics of our profession ; this 


PE Rasrp Cat.—A boy sixteen years old, while walking _at | evening I propose to deviate somewhat from the beaten 
. onlyon, Kings's county, was attacked by a cat, which | track, to ignore our politics, but to treat of the condition 
Prang upon him and bit him in the thigh and the little | of our profession as it presents itself to a somewhat 

ger of the left hand. The cat was flung to the ground. | young practitioner who has, in every sense of the word, 


ut again attacked the boy and bit the left hand severely | 
until it was choked. A veterinary surgeon who examined | 
pe Ag pronounced the cat to have been suffering from | 
Parie The patient will be sent to the Pasteur Institute, 


to work for his living. I am constrained to do this 
because I feel that young practitioners of the present 
day are beset by difficulties which perhaps did not 
obtain with the veterinary surgeon of only one decade 
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ago. It is true that our social position as members of 
the community is now higher than it has ever previously 
been, but I cannot but come to the conclusion that to 
derive only a modest income from the practice of our 
profession is more difficult than it has ever been before, 
and necessitates harder work and more constant appli- 
cation than is required in many other callings of life. 
The causes conducing to this struggle for existence, for 
such it undoubtedly is with some of us, are to be found 
both within and without our profession, and, I take it, 
are due toa combination the chief factor of which is 
undoubtedly the present distressed state of agriculture 
in this country. The bad condition of the agricultural 
interest affects all classes of the community, but none 
more than it does the veterinary profession. With 
wheat at less than a quarter of its value of 25 years ago, 
and fat stock of all kinds much reduced in value; with 
the produce of foreign countries carried for thousands of 
miles at less rates than our own produce is taken for 
tens, what wonder that the poor farmer is unable to pay 
his bills or his rent. He cannot, in many cases, pur- 
chase live stock for want of funds, and should he have 
sickness in his horses or cattle he must perforce get 
medicine and advice in the cheapest market, he must 
employ a veterinary surgeon to operate on his colts, or 
to help his cows or mares when in trouble, but for 
ordinary cases why need he incur such expense? Does 
not his own local newspaper offer him advice gratis, or 
if he writes the particulars of his scouring calves or 
parasite infested foals to a London weekly will they nut 
give him a recipe for medicine which will cure them, and 
which he can either mix himself or get prepared for. a 
trifling sum by a druggist, or at the nearest co-operative 
stores? And whocan blame the poor farmer, or for 
that matter the poor landlord either, who being unable 
to get his rents must reduce his establishment and 
decrease his stud, but who has facilities for economizing 
in one direction by studying the articles and prescrip- 
tions of lay journals as to the ailments of live stock. 
This distressful condition of Agriculture is recognised 
by others than newspaper proprietors. In many cases 
county councils who hold cooking, home nursing and 
dressmaking classes, have seen that benefit and saving 
may accrue to the ratepayer by holding classes in veteri- 
nary medicine and surgery, which classes are open to all 
and sundry, and must necessarily injuriously affect the 
veterinary profession. Then, again, it is recognised by 
lay manufacturers of veterinary medicines, who issue 
their pamphlets and low priced medicines, and even 
William Whiteley, the “ Universal Provider,” advertises 
his cough balls and fever powders for cattle at so much 
per dozen. 

Besides the depression in agriculture other influences 
for evil are to be found. The appointment by the Board 
of Agriculture of amateur veterinary surgeons under the 
title of travelling inspectors has in some cases, as indeed 
it has in my own, materially affected the income of the 
veterinary surgeon. The manufacture of Farriers or 
Registered Shoeing Smiths has undoubtedly increased 
our difficulties. “ Registered Farrier and Shoeing 
Smith,” so my neighbour, a blacksmith, advertises him. 
self to a community in which most persons regard 
farrier and veterinary surgeon as synonymons, Now 
these and other minor circumstances combine to make 
the life of the country veterinary practitioner a parti- 
cularly hard one. Only the most severe cases and 
operations fall to his share—the rough side of veterinary 
surgery, the ordinary case, the smooth side of practice 
is treated without his assistance ; not only so, but the 
calls for his skill are much decreased and his income 
suffers in the same degree. What wonder then that the 





veterinary surgeon rushes tu the populous citi 
fashionable watering places, and <r weatites ped 
and there by overcrowding produces that over competi- 


tion and low rate of fee with which we are all more or 
less acquainted, and which all of us deplore. 

It has been said by some that the profession itself is 
overcrowded. I do not for a moment agree with this, 
The more really good practitioners that we have the 
better; the more good men, the more powerful brains 
we have at work the better will it be for our reputation 
as a profession, the more will our existence be felt; and 
I take it that instead of being disheartened by the pre- 
sent bad condition of things we ought to be stimulated 
to do more to attain to higher standards of excellence, 
to advance, if possible,a bit in front of the times; and 
by so doing show the general public that our individual 
knowledge and skill is of the best, and that whether it is 
necessary to treat a sick animal suffering from a trivial 
ailment, or to stamp out an epidemic at enormous 
national cost, it is far more economical in the long run 
to employ skilled veterinary aid—be quack medicines 
never so cheap, or political or personal influences never 
so pressing. 

Gentlemen, I have suggested that the condition of 
things, agricultural generally. is at present so bad as to 
offer but little inducement for young practitioners to 
embark in purely country practices; but there is one 
department of agriculture which is prosperous, one great 
industry which is in a thriving condition, one which 
must always exist—I ailude to dairy farming, the keeping 
of milch cows. Fat cattle and store beast were perhaps 
never cheaper than they are at the present day; milch 
cows have probably never been so scare or expensiye as 
they now are. Our population increases, the demand 
for milk increases, and with it the number of cows and 
the requirements for its proper and hygienic production. 
To this department of agriculture I venture to call the 
attention of some of our younger practitioners, feeling 
sure that the study of cattle pathology, or more correctly 
speaking the treatment of sick cows, is not only deserv- 
ing of greater attention than it now receives, but that it 
affords, and will continue to afford, a source, of consider- 
able income to such of our members as will devote their 
attention to it. The accumulation of dairy herds in the 
suburbs of large towns and in particular localities known 
as being favourable for this class of agriculture renders 
the study of cattle pathology as a speciality more re- 
muuerative than would otherwise be the case. 


An idea seems to prevail that the exhibition of 
cathartics and aromatics practically covers the whole 
ground of cattle treatment; this is very far from being 
the case, more especially in dairy herds. Cows are 
artificially bred, artificially fed, and kept under cireum- 
stances altogether removed from their natural condition 
to make them producers of extraordinary quantities of 
milk. Such treatment produces milk, but it also pro- 
duces disease, and so work for the practitioner. It has 
been said that cattle “show no symptoms.” That they 
are legarthic and do not readily indicate their troubles 
is undoubtedly true, it is oftentimes difficult to observe 
the symptoms they show, or to recognize the cause giving 
rise to such symptoms; but is not this all the more 
reason why we should devote our energies and skill to 
diagnose and successfully treat the pathological con- 
ditions which are hidden to the ordinary observer! 5°, 
geutlemen, as one remedy for the present condition of 
things veterinary, 1 venture to advocate the more 6X 
tended study of cattle pathology. But we are not all of 
us inclined for this class of work nor, indeed, adapted 
for it; this division of our calling can at best occupy 
but a small proportion of our number. The same can : 
said of dog practice, although this latter department ° 
veterinary medicine has increased wonderfully of - 
years, now makes a considerable item in the ledgers ° 
most metropolitan and suburbaa practitioners, 4” 
affords handsome incomes to some gentlemen who 
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a speciality of canine surgery; yet'jit is still usually 
insignificant in provincial places. 

The question has-frequently been raised—Is it advis- 
able to combine any business with the practice of our 
profession ? 

With one exception | think it is not expedieut to do 
this, although [{ take it that if it seems goud toa man to 
du so he is justified in so doing. The tendency of the age 
is to combine, and moreover we have examples of com- 
bined callings in other equally respectable positions of 
life—the parson adds to his stipend by taking pupils, 
the practitioner of human medicine often is the pro- 

rietor of a druggist’s shop or receives patients into his 
seme for treatment ; and the country gentleman 
also seems now to add to his income by the entertain- 
ment of paying guests—therefore if a veterivary sur. 
geon feels he has a special power or urgent necessity to 
practice another calling I do not think that we ought to 
look down upon him and his work provided such calling 
is honest and respectable. Bearing in mind that in 
town practices a very large percentage of lameness is due 
to some pathological condition of the foot, that the 
adaption of particular shoes is absolutely essential to the 
treatment and cure of many cases of lameness, I think 
the proprietorship of a forge is often not only permissi- 
ble but an actual necessity. This does nut, however, 
apply in an equal degree in country places and this, | 
take it, is the only business which we can expediently 
combine with the practice of our art. 

Let us devote instead our spare time and energies to 
the study of our noble profession, and we shall un- 
doubtedly enjoy the confidence of the public, and 
flourish despite the unwarrantable competition which 
we now have to withstand from many outside and from 
a few within our own beloved profession. 

Professor MacquzEN alluded warmly to the President’s 
able address, remarking that he was sorry not to have 
been present at the commencement of its reading. He 
strongly agreed with the chief points touched upon and 
begged in conclusion to tender a hearty vote of thanks 
Mr. Villar. 

This was seconded by Mr. J. A. W. Dotiar aud 
carried nem. con. 


The gentlemen before mentioned then adjourned to 
the Queen’s Salon for dinner. During the evening 
various toasts were honoured, and Messrs. Wright 
Stuart, Walker, W. J. Noel, Professor Bayne, W. J. 
Woodger, and F. 0, L. Walpole, delighted the company 
with some able songs, and served to render the evening a 
pleasant one. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 198th General Meeting of the above Association: 
was held in the New Theatre of the College, on Wednes- 
day, November 7tb, at 6.30 0’clock p.m. Mr. Farrant in 
the chair. A large number of members were present. 

Mr. Jno. A. Dottzar, M.R.C.V.S. read an admirable 
and interesting paper on “The Present State of the 
Question of Immunity.” 


A slight discussion ensued in which the following 
gentlemen took part. Prof. M’Fadyean, Messrs. Duns- 
tan, Dowell, Boyer and Jarvis. 


Water Burt, Assist. Sec. 


| exportation. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 





FREEMARTINS AND THEIR BROTHERS. 





Something interesting, at the least, perhaps something 
useful, should come out of the discussion of the free- 
martin question. The notion that if the heifer precedes 
the bull she will be a breeder, if she follows him she will 
prove barren, may be dismissed with a smile. 

The persuasion among farmers that the bull calf boru 
with a heifer does not become a sire has engaged my 
attention. I have known a considerable number of 
pairs of calves, male and female, and have watched them 
as they grew up. In a considerable majority of those 
cases, the heifer proved barren ; and in most of the 
cases of barrennvess she had much of the steer’s character 
about the breast, neck, head,and horns. I have not 
known any of the twin brothers of heifers fail of 
fruitfulness, when reared as bulls, but as some of those 
male twins I have known were fed off as calves, the 
opportunities of gathering evidence upon this side of 
the subject were not equal to those on the female side. 
Nor am | much helped by search through herd books. 
Take the Hereford Herd Book for example. A large 
proportion of the births of male and female twins are 


entered thus — 
B. Steer 
H. Martin 


and in the cases of heifers entered with names, and 
bulls with names and references numbers, some do not 
reappear as sires or dams in the English Hereford Herd 
Book ; but certain of the bulls were sold young for 
Iu other instances we find the bull’s pro- 
geny registered in later volumes. Take, for example, 
the fifteenth volume of the Herdford Herd Book, page 
665. There Mr. J. Taylor, of Elsdon, Knighton, has 
registered Broady 3rd, whose date of calving, in 1883, 
is April 15th, and her offspring on that date are a bull 
calf, Elsdon Grand Duke 8,564, and a heifer, Martin, 
meaning a freemartin, by Grand Duke 5,342. In the 
seventeenth volume Mr. Taylor has registered ten cows 
with their offspring, and of the ten, nine have each a 
calf in 1885 by Elsdon Grand Duke 8,564, and brother of 
the freemartin. It is unnecessary to follow the bull’s 
history through other volumes, the evidence of his fertility 
being sufficient. 

At the moment I am unable to find a case in the 
Devon Herd Book. I find twins, but they are steers. 
Hitherto, however, I have not made an exhaustive search. 
The Devons, I think, do no so often produce twins as 
some other breeds. 
| The Shorthorn, on the other hand, a twin- producing 
| breed, gives numerous instances of twin bull and heifer 
| calves. Iv volume 22, on page 425, we have Mr. George 
| Garne’s Sweetheart 23rd (a cow of a remarkably prolific 
| family), registered as the dam of twins of different sexes, 
| by Cherry Grand Duke 5th, 30,712, on April 27th, 1875. 

The bull Cherry Charmer, 36,345 was soldto Mr. W. H. 
| Long, of Rood Ashton, Trowbridge. ‘The heifer (tura 
| to volume 25, page 463), on May 24th, 1878, gave birth 
| toa heifer calf, Sweetheart 29th by Duke of Marlborough 
38,380. 

With regard to the meaning and derivation of the term 
“ freemartin,”’ | presume that until we trace the deriva- 
tion, aud find in it a suggestion of the true original mean- 
ing, we can but be guided by usage. Thus, “a freemar- 
tin is a female of twin calves when one is a bull,” uncondi- 
tionally; a freemartin may be in some cases, “a 
heifer incapable of breeding ;”’ and a freemartin may be, 
in some cases, “a hermaphrodite.” Any authority to 
the contrary will be gladly welcomed as fresh light. 

Wm. Housman in Live Stock Jowrnal. 
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A SHORT CROP OF VETERINARY STUDENTS. 


TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE NORTH BRITISH AGRICULTURIST.”’ 


Sir,—In your remarks appended to my letter in your 
issue of the 7th, you are again inerror. In my first 
communication to you I pointed out that your editorial 
article did not and could not refer to this College, be- 
cause your’so-called ‘ facts’ did not apply, and, so far as 
we are concerned, were untrue. Then I was asked if the 
number of students who had entered the College on 15th 
October was nine. I replied that on that date twenty- 
one new students had joined, and, so far as we know, 
these twenty-one never sat under a veterinary teacher, 
and never entered for a veterinary examination. You 
assume, however, that twenty-one is the entire uumber 
of new students this session, that only twenty-one have 
entered under the new regulations, and with a wrong 
premise forthwith proceed to draw a conclusion. Per- 
mit me to inform you that on 15th October the roll was 
not made up; it is not yet even completed. We do not 
press our meu to pay their fees at once, but [ may tell 
you that twenty-one is just over half the number of 
absolutely new entries, and that the number of four 
years’ men at the present moment attending the various 
classes here is quite sufficient to keep up the numerical 
strength of the College. I have not included nor taken 
into account amateur or agricultural students, but 
simply veterinary students, who must follow the regu- 
lations of the R.C.V.S. before receiving their diplomas, 

You will perceive that your information, so far as it 
refers to the Dick Veterinary College, is inaccurate ; 
and I canuot see how it could be otherwise, since the 
books of the College are in any possession, and no one, 
save my colleagues and myself, are able to consult 
them. 

I hope I have made the matter plain, and that there 
will be no further mistake, because I have neither the 
time nor the inclination to continue this correspondence. 
—Il am, &c., 
A. E. Merram. 

Royal (Dick’s) Veterinary College, 

Edinburgh, 12th Nov. 1894. 

[We readily accept Professor Mettam’s statement as 
to the number of new students at the Royal (Dick’s) 
College this year being about forty. We can, however, 
state, without fear of contradiction, that there is this 
year a very short crop of students at all the other veter- 
inary colleges, while we frankly admit that the Royal 
(Dick’s) College has this year quite an average number 
of new students.—Ep. N.B.A.] 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE STANDARD. 


Srr,—My attention has been called to a letter on the 
subject of Veterinary Education, signed “ A Guardian.” 
in The Standard of the 6th inst.,in which my name is 
mentioned, apparently t» imply that I disapprove of -the 
recent successful efforts of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons to effect an extension 
in the course of instruction at the teaching Colleges. 

I shall be glad if you will kindly give me space to say 
that [ entirely agree with the action of the Council. 
which I believe will be of the greatest possible benefit to 
the veterinary profession, and to the public at large 
who are interested in the health and welfare of ous 
domesticated animals.—I am, sir, your obedient servant 

> 


J. D. Lampert, F.R. 
London, Nov. 12. ’ C.V.S. 


ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


PROCEEDINGS o> CoUNCIL. 


Mr. AsHwortH (Chairman) reported that the leaflet 
on Anthrax, which had been prepared and issued im- 
mediately after the last meeting of the Council, in 
accordance with the directions then given, had been ex- 
extensively circulated amongst owners of stock, veteri- 
nary surgeons, and others interested in the subject. The 
Committee drew the attention of the Council to the 
special scientific investigations into the causes of abor- 
tion in cattle which were now in progress at the Royal 
Veterinary College, under the auspices of the Society; 
and they would feel greatly obliged to any members 
whose herds might be suffering from this disorder, if 
they would kindly communicate with the College authori- 
ties, with a view to their sending an aborted animal to 
the College for the purposes of experiment and observa- 
tion. A letter had been read from the Royal Lancashire 
Agricultural Society on the subject of the prevalence 
of tuberculosis in cattle, and asking the Society’s co- 
operation with a view to combined action on the part of 
the principal agricultural societies in urging the Board 
of Agriculture to adopt measures for dealing with this 
disease. The Committee did not advise that action 
should be taken by the Society in the direction indicated 
until the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis, now sitting 
had presented their report. 


Prof. Brown had presented the following report :— 


Foot-anp-MoutH D1sgasE.—On the afternoon of the 27th 
ult. the local veterinary inspector was called in to examine 
some cattle on a marsh at Rainham in Essex, and found 
them to be affected with a disease which he considered to 
be foot-and-mouth disease, and he accordingly instructed 
the police to prevent all movement of cattle from the 
marshes. n the following day the inspector again attend- 
ed, and was satisfied as to the nature of the disease, and at 
once reported to the Board of Agriculture. One of the 
veterinary officers of the Board proceeded to Rainham and 
confirmed the opinion of the inspector. Of the seven 
cattle which were in one marsh six were badly affected with 
the disease on mouths and feet. The seven cattle were 
slaughtered and buried on the spot, and an Order was at 
once passed to prevent movement of animals from the 
district, and also to prevent persons from passing through 
the marshes, and the whole district round has been kept 
under observation Up to the present time no further 
cases have been reported, and no clue has yet been obtained 
as to the origin of the outbreak. 

Swine Frver.—The number of cases,‘ which for some 
time past has reached an average of over 500 per month, 
has recently fallen to little more than half that number. 
But it may be observed that a decrease in the number 0 
attacks has always been noticed at this season of the 

ear. 

. AntHrax.—There have not been any serions outbreaks of 
anthrax recently, and nearly all the cases reported have 
been confined to cattle. 

Rasres.—This disease has been very prevalent lately, 
especially in Lancashire and the West Riding of Yorkshire. 
Only one case has been reported in London. 
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Pleuro-Pneumonia in American Cattle. 


The Live Stock Journal says :—We hear that within 
the past few days two consignments of pleuro-pne 
monia have reached our ports from the United States r 
America. One cargo of cattle landed at Newcastle a0 
another at Deptford has each been found to contaln be 
animal affected with the disease in a most proaoun 
form, and it is expected that as slaughter of the 4 
maining animals proceeds others may be discove 
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Personal. 

Professor WortLey Axes has been appointed Lecturer 
on Veterinary Hygiene and Sanitation to the University 
Extension College, Reading. 
Mr. A. W. Hitt, Secretary to the R.C.V.S., is pro- 
gressing favourably, but not yet out of danger. 
Professor WALLEY, we much regret to hear, is still 
very ill, and cannot be said to have yet made much pro- 
gress towards recovery. 








THE IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN CATTLE. 
Siz 

This subject which has been discussed over and over 
again is of vital importance to agriculturalists, veterinary 
surgeons, and purveyors of meat. Are we acting 
rightly in having foreign cattle slaughtered directly they 
land in this country ? I say emphatically, yes. Butchers 
argue that they could afford to give half as much again 
for these bullocks if they were kept for a month or two 
after landing instead of being killed in a muddled and 
sometimes wasting condition owing to bad passage 
across; but as I have told them how long would this 
condition of things last. Feeders might do well for a 
time but beef from being at the bad price it is now, 
namely 4s. to 4s. 6d. per stone, would soor be reduced to 
2s. 6d. I am certain. 

Farmers would not gain by that from a feeder’s point 
of view, I kuow it is very difficult to produce beef profit- 
ably at 4s. per stone, and Iam conservative enough to 
maintain that the foreigners have ample opportunity of 
supplying us with foreign meat without glutting our 
markets with store cattle. 

To the veterinary surgeon, the importation of store 
cattle will seriously reduce the value of the live stock in 
England and thus reduce the value of his services. 

As regards the diseases which we should import, it 
matters not whether it be pleuro- pneumonia, corn stalk 
disease or cattle plague, contagious diseases imported 
from abroad have cost this country money enough 
already without having a repetition. Farmers must now 
raise or feed home-bred stock enough to make money to 
pay their way, if we allow the foreigners to send us 
store cattle British agriculture and veterinary surgeons 
in the country will be worse off than at present. The 
foreigners have ruined our corn trade, let us veterinary 
surgeons demand that they shal] not ruin the value of the 
animals with which we have to deal. 

In conclusion I must apologise for intruding so much 
on your space, yet | feel sure that this question is of 
great importance to the country veterinary surgeons. 

G. Upton. 








AN UNRECOGNISED PATHOLOGICAL 
CONDITION. 
Str, 

1 think it would be interesting to those members of 
the profession who have a tendency to treat Nosology in 
* conservative manner, to know why the account of a 
case, contributed to the last issue of The Veterinary 

rd by Messrs, Gibson & Crowhurst did not appear 
under the heading “ Purpura Hemorrhagica,” instead of 

An unrecognised pathological condition.” 

To play second fiddle to a butcher in pathological 
watters is not a very enviable position for veterinary 
surgeons to fill; therefore I hope that some further 
pent may be cast upon the subject to which I have thus 

nefly alluded.—Yours faithfully, 


56 South Street, Greenwich. M. G. BYERLEY. 


Dear Sir, 
The case described under the above heading by Messrs. 


I would respectfully suggest, (both from the symptoms 
and post-mortem appearances) is fairly typical of that 
form of septicaemia known as purpura beemorrhagica. 
This too is the disease usually described by horse- 
slaughterers as “hlack farcy.”’ Without wishing to 
criticise the treatment adopted, ammonia appears to me 
to have been contra-indicated, and to have hastened the 
fatal termination. —Yours truly, 
Queen Squvere. Lancaster. 


STUDENTS AT VETERINARY COLLEGES. 
Sir, 

To my mind it is a blessing that there is a serious 
falling off in the number of students entering at the 
Colleges, and many besides myself will feel that the 
R.C.V.S. is doing an act of kindness to its future gradu- 
ates in imposing additional barriers to the entrance 
into the profession. Anyone but those interested in 
the maintenance of the Colleges will readily admit that 
at the present time the profession is greatly over- 
crowded, andit can be easily proved by inserting an 
advertisement for an assistant in the professional 
journals, or even in a daily newspaper, and noting the 
number of replies received by the first post, amongst 
which will be found applications from men who have 
seen many years practice yet are willing to accept the 
post for a remuneration in many cases littlo, if any better 
than many coachmen receive. And why isitso? Be- 
cause they know that there will be so many applicants 
that unless they are willing to accept a small salary a 
more recent graduate will be selected in preference, for 
in too many instances it is only a slave with a diploma 
that is required. 
ln my humble opinion there are at present too many 
Colleges. One each for England, Scotland and Ireland 
would be quite capable of turning out a sufficient number 
of graduates, and if in the next ten years only one half 
the present number of diplomas were issued I am of 
opinion they would be ample, and the possessurs would 
be quite capable of conducting, with credit to themselves 
and satisfaction to their clients all the work there is 
likely to be for them. It must be borne in mind that 
contagious diseases, a former fertile source of income, are 
practical stamped out; and that the public are now 
sufficiently wide awake to note whether a practitioner 
takes other than a pecuniary interest in his patient. In 
consequence of the present great competition amongst 
veterinarians for a living much of the work is now done 
at one half the fees charged a few years since, and it is 
now no uncommua thing for one veterinarian to kuow- 
ingly underbid another, or even find fault without being 
asked of another man’s work in order to try and get it 
himself. These and many other apparently necessary 
underhand methods of getting work would not be re- 
quired were the profession not greatly overcrowded.— 
Yours etc., AN ASSISTANT. 


J. ROBERTSON. 


SIB 
With the correspondence reprinied from The Standard 
in your last week’s number there is a letter from my- 
self. Will you permit me a little space for explanation. 
In your colamns my letter appears after Mr. Thatcher's 
official communication in The Standard, the former 
appeared two days before the latter. As I have a strong 
aversion to prolonging any discussion of such a matter 
in the public press, I should like to say that had Mr. 
Thatcher’s letter appeared on the 3rd I should not have 
written mine. “ A Guardian’s” letter appeared on the 
2nd, 1 anxiously awaited the official reply on the 3rd. 
Such was not forthcoming, and knowing that a subject 





Noy. 10th, 1894. 


Gibson and Crowhurst in The Record of the 10th inst. 
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of limited public interest might, on account of delay, be 
shelved, and an erroneous impression obtain in the minds 
of such readers as were in anyway interested, | penned 
my letter on the morning of the 4th and took it person- 
ally to The Standard office. I did not wish to pose as a 
champion of the Council, of which I have the honor to 
be a member, but as a member of the veterinary pro- 
fession to refute statements which, if true and allowed 
to pass unchallenged, could scarcely fail to produce the 
evidently desired impression—that the veterinary pro- 
fession was made up of individuals base enough to elect 
from themselves thirty-two men to legislate against 
“ overcrowding,” and the Council baser still should 
choose for examiners men even more base (some for a 
very limited period) who well know they are the nominees 
of men who profess that the profession is overcrowded, 
The personality of “ A Guardian” is not much hidden 
since his words betray him, but my case was not for 
“A Guardian,” his motives, or his desire for a new 
diploma granting-body, but for the effect of false state- 
ments on a public which I feared might not hear the 
other side. 

I am proud of belonging to a prufession which shows 
the elements of desiring to be better educated in arts 
and science. We cannot stand still. Life is not an 
equilibrium but tends to it, we go forward or we go 
backward. What did for forty years ago will not do for 
to-day. The education of the veterinary student has 
occupied the best attention of the profession and the 
Council for some years. There is evidently a disposition 
to advance with the times. Any supposed disposition 
to advance too rapidly could be discussed in the pro- 
fessional press,and an attempt such as that of “A 
Guardian ”’ could be only to vilify the Body Corporate and 
its members in the eyes of the public. No individual of 
a political body can be in perfect accord with every 
article of legislation, or there could be no politieal 
parties, but all should be agreed to be ruled by the 
majority. 

It is of course absolutely unnecessary to say in The 
Record that members of Council were not elected to 
legislate against overcrowding, for the profession elects 
the Council. lt will not for a moment be eutertained 
that our examiners would be party to anything but the 
fair examination of students, and [ doubt not that your 
columns or those of the other professional journals will 
bear evidence of this. { am sure that the gentlemen 
whose names have been “ used in vain” by “ A Guardian ” 
—Dr. Fleming, Sir Heury Simpson, and Prof. Pritchard 
the former of whom is, the latter has been an examiner, 
would utterly spurn the acceptance of office under such 
em conditions, 

am reminded that from the list of holders of offices 
and of names which in my letter [ adduced in support of 
the argument that the Council was not com posed of 
“new and unknown men.” I have omitted those of 
some members of Council who took an active part in the 
changes in educational matters. I very much regret any 
omission of this kind if such could cause hurt feelings 
My letter was written at my residence and despatched 
immediately, and my memory unaided by a list of the 
members of the past or recent Councils, otherwise 1 
should have been only too glad to have added the weight 
of every member, especially as those not mentioned are 
very well known, and very much respected, During 
Mr. Mulvey’s presidency the question of education 
occupied a large portion of the deliberation of the Coun- 
cil, the re-arrangement of the curriculum was then 
carried out and the measure piloted through by him 

Lawson, Kidd, Faulkner, Hartley, Thompson, Mason, 
. Nisbett, Fraser, Elphick, Raymond, are all names that 
would have helped ? _— Srereree te statement. 

ir, your obedient servant 
Nov. 14, 1894. Jno. Penserruy, 





Dear Sir, } 
Enclosed is a copy of a letter I have written Prof. 


Penberthy, if you will kindly publish it in the next 
issue of your Record I shall fee: truly obliged. 
Wm. PENHALE. 
Castle Street, Barnstaple, 
November 10th, 1894, 


My Dear Proresson PENBERTHY, 

I have been interested in reading your very able 
letter to The Standard. The last two-thirds of it are 
excellent and well worthy of your pen, but although 
your arguments are so logical, and, like you, I do not 
wish to imply motives except good intentions to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeon, yet I cannot 
think but the Council has very greatly overstepped the 
mark, either from want of knowledge of the class of man 
who are willing to pass their working time in stables 
and cowsheds, or from a complete ignorance of the re- 
quirements of the country. “ Great Scott” a matric 
equal to the Royal College of Surgeons and four years 
in London for a man whose only hope of earning an in- 
come equal to a moderate tradesman, is to keep a public 
house or start a forge and so forth! and this at a time 
when our animal population is gradually but surely, and 
never to rise again, growing less in value. It is quite 
different with a surgeon of only ordinary capacity. If he 
is steady his fortune is practically made the moment he 
has obtained his diploma. As an ex-Guardian of the 
poor you will know very well that he will receive two 
three times more for attending the poor people alone in 
a Parish in a year than we do for looking after the 
whole live stock. What will become of the rural dis- 
tricts I don’t know, the old farriers are dying off, there 
is no oue to fill their places, the farmers are quacking as 
well as they can, and every veterinary surgeon of my 
acquaintance is over-burdened with work. You see what 
has already happened to the Fellowship Degree ; I fear 
the teaching Colleges must also suffer greatly, and there 
is danger that very soon there will be insufficient funds 
to remunerate the best men as lecturers, so that the 
quality of the teaching will go down. I believe the 
mistake has arisen sclely from tryiug to make us equal 
with the medical profession. But a cowshed is a different 
place to a bedroom, and a stable toa drawing room, 
and a forge toa dining room, a fairly rough man 
answer well fur the one and a refined for the other. 
Even if the R»yal College of Veterinary Surgeons could 
succeed in making our social position (which it never 
will or can do) equal with that of the surgeon, but very 
few veterinarians could afford to maintain that position 
even for a month or so. Then what is the gvod of 
false position ? it always ends sooner or later in disaster. 
Of course I quite agree that it would be a capital thing 
if every gardener were a cultured botanist and every 
carpenter had a thorough knowledge of his Euclid, and 
every blacksmith knew his geometry and was a miner& 
logist, but does the country want anything further than 
sound practical men? The cry has never been that W° 
are lacking in scieutific knowledge.. Be 

I have been in the turmoil of a severe municipal 
election or [ should have written you sometime back 0? 
the subject—With very kind regards, yours faithfully, 

Wa. PEnnale. 
——_—— 


Communications, Books, aND' Papers RECEIVED =P 
Penberthy, Vet.-Major W. 8. Adams, Messrs. W. oO 
W. Shipley, Senr., J. P. Rothwell, W. Burt, J. E. ¥" 
J. K. Calderwood, ‘‘ An Assistant.” Sept) 

The Veterinary Magazine (Philadelphia, Aug. & Th 
Journal of The Sanitary Institute, Evening Echo (Cork), 
Suffolk Chronicle, Wilts and Gloucestershire Standard. 














